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INFORMATIONAL READING PACKAGE
INSTRUCTIONS
Informational text provides students information about a topic. This kind
of text is usually found in non-fiction materials, including textbooks,that
students will encounter throughout their school and after school life.
Reading informational text is quite different from literary text, and close
attention is paid to text features and text evidence or information
This program is designed to be completed in 35 to 45 minutes , two
days a week. Each week, students will read a variety of informational
text on the same topic and complete a series of activities that guide
them through the standards.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS
§ Set a timer for 35 minutes
§ Provide student with distraction free, quiet place
§ Make sure that student reads the text more than once; they can
underline, annotate and jot in the margins
§ Provide help by asking students to reread and summarize

for you; do not provide answers
§ Make sure that responses are thorough and ask students to
check spelling and grammar.
§ Save any digital products on the jump drive to share with
your teacher
§ Log reading in the reading log

RISING 3
INFORMATIONAL READING
SUMMER LEARNING PACKET

WEEK 1

Activity 1:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"Explore Space"

Activity 2:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"Elijah McCoy"

WEEK 1 ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 1
Ø Read the Article “Explore Space”
Ø Take notes using the fact finder sheet
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Based on your article, create a poster, diagram or a
model of solar system

ACTIVITY 2
Ø Read the Article “Elijah Woods”
Ø Take notes using the fact finder sheet
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Use facts from the text to write a letter to your Principal and tell
him or her why our school should celebrate an Elijah Woods Day

Non-fiction: Explore Space

Explore Space
Our Solar System
Our solar system is made up of the sun and eight planets. A planet is a
large ball made of rock or gas. Each planet orbits, or travels around, the
sun. The sun is at the center of the solar system.

NASA
The planets in our solar system are all
different sizes.
The sun is a star. It is a ball of hot gas. It gives off light and heat. Why does
the sun look different from other stars? The sun is the star closest to Earth.
Mercury is the closest planet to the sun. It is also the smallest. It has
mountains and craters. Craters are holes in the ground that were made
when space rocks crashed into it.
Venus is the hottest planet. It is hot enough to melt a rocket ship. Venus is
about the same size as Earth.
Earth is our home. It is also the only planet with oceans. In fact, Earth is
covered mostly with water. That is why it is called the Blue Planet.
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Non-fiction: Explore Space

Mars is called the Red Planet. It has reddish dirt. It also has mountains,
volcanoes, ice caps, and canyons. A canyon is a deep, narrow valley with
steep sides.
Jupiter is the largest planet. It is made of thick gases. Very strong winds
blow on this planet.
Saturn is the second-largest planet. It has rings around it. The rings are
made of rock, dust, and ice.
Uranus was the first planet to be discovered using a telescope. It is cold
and windy here.
Neptune is the coldest planet because it is farthest from the sun. The planet
is made of gases.
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Questions: Explore Space

Name:

Date: ___________________

1. What is a planet?
A a large ball made of rock or gas
B a large ball made of only rock
C a ball of hot gas that gives off light
2. The author provides a list of what in the passage?
A stars in our solar system
B planets in our solar system
C moons in our solar system
3. The sun is at the center of our solar system. What evidence from the
passage best supports this statement?
A The sun is the star that is closest to Earth.
B A star is a ball of gas that gives off heat and light.
C The planets in our solar system orbit the sun.
4. Read the following sentence: “Uranus was the first planet to be
discovered using a telescope.”
Based on this information, what conclusion can you make about Uranus?
A Uranus is too far away to see with the naked eye.
B Uranus is the planet that is farthest from the sun.
C Uranus is blocked by Saturn so it is hard to see.
5. What is this passage mostly about?
A the sun and the planets in our solar system
B why the Earth is called the Blue Planet
C what the rings around Saturn are made of
1
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Questions: Explore Space

6. Read the following sentences: “Mars is called the Red Planet. It has
reddish dirt.”
As used in this sentence, what does the word “reddish” mean?
A mostly brown in color
B moist and fertile
C slightly red in color

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.
Neptune is the farthest planet from the sun, ___ it is the coldest planet.
A so
B but
C because

8. What is at the center of our solar system?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Questions: Explore Space

9. Why is Earth called the Blue Planet?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

10. Compare Venus and Earth by explaining how they are similar and how
they are different.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Name: ___________________________

African American Inventors:
Elijah McCoy

•

E

•

lijah J. McCoy was born in Canada in 1844. His parents had been slaves in
Kentucky, but they escaped. The anti-slavery volunteers of the Underground
Railroad helped them get to Canada. After the Civil War was over in 1865, the
family returned to the U.S. and lived in Michigan.
As a teenager Elijah went to Scotland to study. He became a mechanical engineer.
When the family moved to Michigan, he could not find work as a mechanical
engineer, so he worked for the railroad. During this
time, he designed a device for oiling engines on trains
and ships. In 1872, he received a patent for his device.
Elijah McCoy
It was very important for the transportation industry,
as engines had to be oiled to stay running.
Elijah McCoy continued to develop new inventions. Most of his inventions
involved the oiling of machines. However some were quite different. He also
invented a lawn sprinkler and a folding ironing board. By the time he died in
1929 in Michigan, he had received 57 patents on his inventions.
Many people consider Elijah McCoy an important inventor. He has been
honored for his contributions. There are historical markers at his home and
workshop. He was also named to the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 2001.
Elijah McCoy’s first patent

Questions and Answers: Answer the following questions.
1. Where was Elijah McCoy born?________________________________________________________________________

2. Who helped Elijah McCoy’s parents escape to freedom?____________________________________________________

3. When did Elijah McCoy receive his first patent?___________________________________________________________

4. How many patents did Elijah McCoy receive?____________________________________________________________

5. Name something Elijah McCoy invented._ _______________________________________________________________

Copyright © 2014 K12reader.com. All Rights Reserved. Free for educational use at home or in classrooms.
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WEEK 2

Activity 1:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"Dinosaur World"

Activity 2:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"Dinosaur Discovery"

WEEK 2 ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 1
Ø Read the Article “Dinosaur World”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Complete the summarizing sheet
Ø List 5 words you did not know before and tell what they
mean

ACTIVITY 2
Ø Read the Article “Dinosaur Discovery”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Complete the summarizing sheet
Ø List 5 words you did not know before and tell what they
mean
After reading both articles you must have learned a
lot about dinosaurs. Let’s share that knowledge with our
class. Prepare a 5 minute presentation for a class. You
can do it on computer or with paper and pencil. Your
presentation should include important information from
BOTH articles.

Non-fiction: Dinosaur World

Dinosaur World
The Land Before People
Dinosaurs once ruled Earth.
Dinosaurs roamed Earth millions of years ago. Some dinosaurs were as small
as chickens. Others were larger than houses.

Dinosaur Food

John Eastcott & Yva Momatiuk/Photo
Researchers, Inc.

Tyrannosaurus rex was one of
the biggest meat-eating
dinosaurs. It had tiny arms, with
two small, sharp-clawed fingers
on each arm.
Scientists often group dinosaurs by the food they ate. Most dinosaurs ate
plants. Those dinosaurs are called herbivores. They had flat teeth.
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Non-fiction: Dinosaur World

Kim Taylor/Warren Photographic/Photo
Researchers, Inc.

Apatosaurus was a large planteating dinosaur. It used to be called
Brontosaurus. It had a very long
neck. Its tail was even longer.
Some dinosaurs ate meat. Those dinosaurs are called carnivores.
Carnivores had sharp teeth.

Digging for Fossils

Richard T. Nowitz/Corbis

Scientists dig for dinosaur fossils.
2
®

© 2012 ReadWorks , Inc. All rights reserved.
Article: Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.
Used by permission.

Non-fiction: Dinosaur World

Dinosaurs died out 65 million years ago. No people were alive during that
time. Then how do we know so much about dinosaurs? People have found
dinosaur fossils in the ground. Fossils are remains of plants and animals
that lived long ago.

Zuma/Newscom

A scientist examines a fossil
in a lab.
Hundreds of different types of dinosaurs have been found. Experts say that
there are many more yet to be discovered.
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Questions:	
  Dinosaur	
  World	
  

Name: ____________________________

Date: ________________

Directions: Answer the following four questions based on the information
in the passage.
1. When did dinosaurs die out?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
2. What kind of teeth did dinosaurs that were herbivores have?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
3. What kind of dinosaur would be most dangerous to a human if they
were still alive today? Why? Use evidence from the text to support
your answer.
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
4. What is the main idea of the passage? Be sure to provide at least two
details from the passage that support the main idea.
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
1	
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Questions:	
  Dinosaur	
  World	
  

Directions: Please read the sentence below and then write the word or
phrase that best answers the questions. The first answer has been provided
for you.
Scientists are able to discover a lot when they study dinosaurs by looking
closely at fossils.
Who? scientists
5. (are) What?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
6. When?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
7. How?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Questions:	
  Dinosaur	
  World	
  

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that
best completes the sentence.
Herbivores eat plants, _______ carnivores eat meat.
A but
B because
C so
Directions: Read the vocabulary word and definition below. Then answer
questions 9 and 10.
	
  
Vocabulary Word: discover (dis · cov · er): to find or become aware of
something.
9. Read the sentences below and underline all forms of the word discover.
a. Some people say that Columbus discovered America, but others disagree.
b. Archaeologists dig in different places to try to discover new fossils.
c. When the boy was digging in his sandbox, he was surprised to discover
that there was a coin under the sand.
d. It is not easy to discover new things.
e. The doctor discovered the cause of the woman’s headaches.
10. Which person below seems more likely to discover something new?

3	
  
®

© 2012 ReadWorks , Inc. All rights reserved.
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  

_____________________

_____________________

3. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

2. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

1. __________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Write an opinion about your article

The topic of my article is

Draw a picture to show the topic of your article

3 Facts I learned from my article are Book Title: ____________________________________

Name: ___________________________

Non-fiction: Dinosaur Discovery

Dinosaur Discovery
Dinosaurs1 lived millions of years ago. Scientists recently discovered
something new about dinosaurs.
What did they find?

Little Big Dinosaur

wikipedia.org

Europasaurus

Scientists stumbled upon strange-looking dinosaur bones in
Germany.
Scientists recently found dinosaur fossils that are unlike any they had
seen before. Fossils are remains of plants and animals that lived long
ago. This is what scientists found:




The fossils were from a sauropod (SAWR-uh-pahd). Sauropods
were tall, plant-eating dinosaurs. The fossils were much smaller
than other sauropod fossils.
The fossils were from a dinosaur that lived on an island in
Germany. The dinosaur had little food to eat and little space to
roam. It never grew!

1 dinosaurs: a group of extinct large reptiles
1
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Non-fiction: Dinosaur Discovery

WR News



The dinosaur shrank over time to fit on the island. Scientists
named their new discovery Europasaurus (yoor-oh-pah-SAWRus).

Dinosaur Differences
Scientists sometimes group dinosaurs by the food they eat.
Herbivores
(plant eaters):
stood on
four legs.



stood on two
legs.

had flat
teeth to eat
plants.



had sharp
teeth to eat
meat.

slowly
grazed for
food.



moved
quickly to
catch
animals.





Carnivores (meat
eaters):
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Questions: Dinosaur Discovery

Name: ____________________________

Date: ________________

Directions: Answer the following four questions based on the information
in the passage.
1. On what continent were the strange-looking dinosaur fossils
discovered?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
2. The table shows several ways in which plant-eating and meat-eating
dinosaurs are different. Describe two differences between herbivores
and carnivores.
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
3. Based on the passage, how did the Europasaurus’s body change over
time? Why did this change occur?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
4. What is the central idea of the passage?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
1
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Questions: Dinosaur Discovery

Directions: Please read the sentence below and then write the word or
phrase that best answers the questions. The first answer has been provided
for you.
On an island in Germany, scientists recently found dinosaur fossils that are
unlike any they had seen before.
Who? scientists
5. (did) What?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
6. Where?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
_______________________________________________________
7. When?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________

2
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Questions: Dinosaur Discovery

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that
best completes the sentence.
The Europasaurus didn’t have much food to eat or land to roam
across, _______ it never grew very large.
A but
B because
C so
Directions: Read the vocabulary word and definition below. Then answer
questions 8, 9, and 10.
Vocabulary Word: graze (graze): to eat grass and other plants.
9. Read the sentences below and underline all forms of the word graze.
a. The old farmer brought the cows to the field to graze.
b. The giraffe tried to graze for leaves on the highest branches of the
tree.
c. The cheetah carefully watched the zebra graze on tall grass.
d. My pet guinea pig likes to graze on the dried alfalfa I leave in its cage.
e. Mom was angry when she found that deer had grazed on her favorite
plants in our garden!
10. Which picture shows a location that would be better for animals to
graze?
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_____________________

_____________________

3. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

2. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

1. __________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Write an opinion about your article

The topic of my article is

Draw a picture to show the topic of your article

3 Facts I learned from my article are Book Title: ____________________________________

Name: ___________________________
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WEEK 3

Activity 1:

Read and complete text activities
"Beavers can help move water"

Activity 2:

Read and complete text activities
activity "Goooooood booooooooy”"

Beavers can help move water
By Santa Cruz Sentinel, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.05.15
Word Count 261

In this Sept. 12, 2014, photo, a young beaver explores an old beaver lodge near Ellensburg, Washington,
after its family was relocated by a team from the Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group. Photo: AP
Photo/Manuel Valdes

LOS GATOS, Calif. — It has not rained much in California. It has been that way
for three years. Rivers and streams are dry.
One animal could help the water ﬂow again. Beavers are coming to help.
Beavers make dams. Their dams are good for nature. First, beavers drag a tree
across a stream. They carry rocks and mud with their paws. They use their big
front teeth to carry branches. The dams block off water. This makes a deep
pool. It keeps the water from ﬂowing away.

Beavers Do Good Things
California has lost a lot of wetlands. Those are lands that are watery. They are
usually next to rivers or streams. A swamp is a wetland.
Rick Lanman studies nature. Beavers can bring back the wetlands, he said.
Beaver dams do many good things. They make soil better. The soil in their dams
holds more water. Then more plants grow. Fish and animals eat the plants.

Dams help streams ﬂow in summer. The streams could dry up from the heat.

What Else Can We Try?
There are many dry areas in California. The state might send beavers to the dry
places. This is not as easy as it sounds. You cannot always move beavers to anew
spot. Beavers can cause a lot of damage. They ruin pipes. They harm farmland.
Beaver dams also can ﬂood homes.
The government has an idea. It made its own dams. They are like a beaver's dam.
It is trying them out in streams. If the dams work, beavers can stay where they are.

Beavers Can Help Move Water
From NewsELA
https://newsela.com/articles/beaverdrought/id/6763/quiz/questions/18546/

1. Beavers help make the streams flow again by ________________.
(RI.1.1)
A. making dams
B. making soil better
C. helping more plants grow
D. providing food for fish and animals
2. Read the section “What Else Can We Try?” Select the sentence
that best supports the section’s title. (RI.1.2)
A. There are many dry areas in California.
B. You cannot always move beavers to a new spot.
C. Beaver dams also can flood homes.
D. It made its own dams.
3. Read the following sentence:
Beaver dams avoid water from drying up in summer.
Which paragraph does this sentence best summarize? (RI.1.2)
____________________________________________________________
4. According to the article, beavers make the soil better. Why is it
important for the wetlands to have good soil? (RI.1.3)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

5. What is a wetland? (RI.2.4)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
6. Activity:
Think about an additional picture or chart that could help the
reader better understand the text.
A. Find an image or picture online that could support an
important point in the text.
Insert	
  image	
  from	
  online:	
  

B. Explain how the image you found would help the reader
better understand the text. (RI.3.7)

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

“Goooooood booooooooy”
By Dallas Morning News, adapted by Newsela staff on 09.11.14
Word Count 291

Brian Boone, 39, who lost his lower left leg while serving as a soldier in Afghanistan in 2011, holds the
leash to Brindle, his 2-year-old Labrador-golden retriever mix at Home Depot in Irving, Texas, on Sept. 3,
2014. Photo: David Woo/The Dallas Morning News/MCT

DALLAS — Brian Boone is a soldier. He got hurt in a war. Boone lost part of his
leg. He also could not use his arm for a year. His arm is stronger now, but he still
needs help.
Brindle is his new service dog. Service dogs learn to help people who are sick
or hurt. They guide blind people who cannot see. They protect their owners from
falls. They can even pull wheelchairs.
Brindle will help Boone pick things up from the ground.
“Good boy,” Boone said to his dog.

Try To Sound Nicer
A dog trainer helps Boone work with Brindle. Her name is Sarah Koch. She tells
Boone to sound even nicer to the dog. Boone should talk in a higher voice.
Boone tried again. “Goooooood booooooooy,” Boone said. The dog looked up
sweetly. He seemed very proud of himself.

They have become partners.
A service dog group and a hospital company brought man and dog together.

Canine Companions
The name of the service dog group is Canine Companions for Independence. It
teaches the dogs how to help. Each dog costs $50,000 to train. The hospital
company is called Baylor Scott and White Health. It ﬁnds people who need
service dogs. It also pays for the training.

A Lot Of Training
Service dogs go through a lot of training. The training program is hard. The
dogs learn more than 40 commands. They learn to sit. They learn to obey. They
even learn to pick up keys up from the ﬂoor. Only two out of ﬁve dogs ﬁnish the
training program. The dogs who ﬁnish are the best.
Boone is excited about his new dog. Just being around the dog makes him
happy. "That is hard to beat,” Boone said.

“Goooooood Boooooooy”
By Dallas Morning News, adapted by Newsela
https://newsela.com/articles/healthcare-dogs/id/6259/

1. Which of the following best describes the main idea of the
article? (RI.1.2)
a. Service dogs need to know many commands.
b. A dog named Brindle listened to Brian Boone.
c. Dogs who listen are the best service dogs.
d. Service dogs can be trained to be people who are hurt
or sick.
2. Read the following sentences from the text:
Boone is excited about his new dog. Just being around the
dog makes him happy. “That is hard to bead,” Boone Said.
What does the author mean by the phrase that is hard to
beat? (RI.2.4)
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

3. How do the headings help you understand each section?
(RI.2.5)
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
4. The author of this article describes how service dogs are
helpful to their owners. Select a sentence from the text that
supports the author’s point of view. (RI.2.6)
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

5. You have read the articles ‘Beavers Can Help Move Water’
and “Gooooood Boooooy’ this week. Both articles tell about
how two different animals can be helpful. Compare the
similarities and differences of how beavers and services dogs
are helpful. (RI.3.9)
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
6. Activity:
You have read about how beavers and service dogs can be
helpful to people. Humans rely on some animals and insects
for survival. What other animals help us in some way?
Research and find one other animal or species that we
depend upon. Explain how the animal you chose is helpful to
humans.
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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SUMMER LEARNING PACKET

WEEK 4
Activity 1 and 2:
Read, respond, and complete booklet
"July 4th"
Complete July 4th Writing Activity

WEEK 4 ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITY 1 and 2
Ø Take out the July 4th sheets and make them into the book
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Complete writing activities
Ø Have a Happy Independence Day with your family

Cover Photo: Independence Day fireworks over the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC, July 2008.
© 2008 by J. W. Photography at flickr. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0).
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Elfrieda (Freddy) Hiebert, Ph.D.
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Have a reading-filled summer!

3. Last, you’re going to read by yourself to answer the questions
at the end of the book. You can go to the computer to find the
answers.

2. Next, ask someone to read with you. Get that person to help
you with any words you don’t know. You can even go to the
computer to www.textproject.org and hear a recording of the
books.

2

1. Start by reading it yourself. Mark the words that you don’t know.

The best way to be ready for third-grade is to read every day of
the summer. You can choose to read a chapter or a book from
SummerReads. But be sure to read it at least three times on the
same day. Here’s how to use SummerReads:

I am a teacher who has studied how children learn to read well.
What I have learned has been used to write SummerReads and
programs like QuickReads® and Ready Readers.

Dear Rising Third Grader,

July 4
th

Summer Holidays

Photo: Confetti rains down at a July 4th celebration featuring the Boston Pops Orchestra in Boston, Massachussetts, July 2008.
Taken by Patrick Gearhiser. Public domain image by the U.S. Navy.
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Birthday parties may have games, cakes, and lots of
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party!
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lots of people like to eat. Best of all—everyone gets to go to the

three-legged races. Other towns have cookouts with food that

play, and food for people to eat. Some towns have contests like

July 4th celebrations have lots of games or sports for people to

friends and family. Our nation’s birthday party is no different.

4th.

also celebrate on the Friday before or the Monday after July

enjoy the holiday. If July 4th is on the weekend, many people

government offices are closed on July 4th so that people can

to enjoy friends and family. Many schools, businesses and

is the celebration of our country’s birthday, and a great time

July 4th is the biggest summer holiday for Americans. It

Introduction

July 4
th

Summer Holidays

the celebrations because stores and businesses were closed.
Sounds like the way we celebrate July 4th today!
For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads

that American colonists had to follow rules that were written

by people living in England. American colonists had to do

Image: The Declaration of Independence is presented to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 1776.
Detail from John Trumbull’s 1819 painting, The Declaration of Independence, hanging in the U.S. Capitol rotunda.

4

the colors of the American flag. Everyone was able to enjoy

4, 1776, America was one of England’s colonies. This meant

v.1.00 © 2010 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

celebration was filled with lots of red, white and blue things;

There were even fireworks at the first July 4th celebration. The

making speeches about the importance of independence.

bands playing music, people marching in parades, and people

celebrated July 4th by throwing a birthday party. There were

fighting a war against England for independence, people

celebrated its first birthday. Even though America was still

One year after the Declaration of Independence, America

nation.

we hold celebrations to remember the day we first became a

England that we wanted to be our own country. On July 4th

When we passed the Declaration of Independence, we told

fee for tea, the American colonists had to pay the extra fee.

fair or right. If the King of England wanted to charge an extra

what the King of England wanted us to do, even if it wasn’t

day we celebrate our independence from England. Before July

July 4th is an important day in American history. It is the

Independence Day

Getting Ready for Grade 3™

Fireworks

July 4
th

Summer Holidays

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads

Photo: Children hold sparklers during a July 4th celebration in Seaside, California, July 2010.
© 2010 by Alice Lee Folkins. Used by permission.
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have to do is sit back and enjoy the firework show!

As you try to follow the firework in the dark sky, you hear

v.1.00 © 2010 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

parent or another adult be in charge of the fireworks. All you

fireworks, have fun, but remember to be safe. Always let a

the air. If you live in a place where people can set off their own

Try spinning a sparkler around to make different shapes in

Sparklers, and all sorts of lights and sounds are always fun.

In many states, people can set off their own fireworks.

show. Just like the firework show, the music is also exciting.

fireworks. Sometimes, music is played during the firework

minute firework show, there could be as many as 5000

firework show lights up all the important places. In a 30-

America’s first birthday. Today, in Washington, DC, the

Fireworks have been a part of July 4th ever since

one favorite firework will be hard!

fireworks of all different shapes and colors. Picking out just

These firework shows can have lots of exciting and thrilling

of bright light. Many firework shows last for a long time.

boom! And suddenly the night sky is lit up with showers

First, you hear the squeal as the firework flies into the air.

July 4th parties would not be the same without fireworks.

Getting Ready for Grade 3™

July 4
th

in 10 minutes. So far, the record is 68 hot dogs!
For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads

parades also include people from local groups, like softball

Photo: Participants and spectators enjoy the July 4th parade in Fairfax, Virginia, July 2010.
© 2010 by E.D́.W.W. at flickr. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0).
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come to Coney Island to see how many hot dogs they can eat

only included people in government or soldiers. Today,

v.1.00 © 2010 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

between four people. Now, people from around the world

since our country’s first birthday. In the early days, parades

Every July 4th a hot dog eating contest is held on Coney

tip: the parades in small towns often give out the most candy!

a full bag of candy. If you go to one of these parades, here is a

gather the candies in their bags. Some children go home with

to the people watching the parades. Children run around and

People marching in some parades have started to throw candy

You may have seen something new in July 4th parades.

the many people who call it home.

Parades are a fun way to celebrate the birth of our nation and

have smaller floats and only include people of a town or city.

people from all over the United States. But most parades

balloons that float high in the air. They may also include

such as New York City, have big floats that can move or large

teams, or school marching bands. Parades in larger cities,

Island in New York. It started as a hot dog eating contest

Summer Holidays

Parades have been a part of the July 4th celebration ever

Parades and Hot Dogs!

Getting Ready for Grade 3™

July 4
th

Summer Holidays

1. Why is July 4th an important day for the United States?
□ Because July 4th is the day the United States passed the
Declaration of Independence
□ Because July 4th is the hottest day in summer
□ Because July 4th was the last day of war between England and
the United States
□ Because July 4th was the day the United States colonies were
formed

Independence Day

Comprehension questions

✚ Give yourself a + if you can tell that your reading is getting
smoother.
1st Read 2nd Read 3rd Read Sharing Smoother
Introduction
Independence Day
Fireworks
Parades and Hot Dogs!

★ Give yourself a star for Sharing if you told someone about
something you learned from reading the chapter.

✔ Put a check each time you read one of the chapters of the book.

Rate your thinking and reading

Getting Ready for Grade 3™

v.1.00 © 2010 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads

7

6. True or false? Larger cities usually have parades with floats that
can move and large balloons.
□ true □ false

5. The first July 4th parade in 1777 included ________.
□ high school marching bands
□ softball teams
□ people in government and soldiers
□ floats with large balloons

Parades and Hot Dogs!

4. True or false? In some places in the United States, it is against the
law to set off fireworks.
□ true □ false

3. True or false? Fireworks can come in many different shapes and
colors.
□ true □ false

Fireworks

2. Which of the following were part of the first July 4th celebration?
□ Bands played music
□ People marched in parades
□ People set off fireworks
□ All of the above

© Lisa Lilienthal 2013

Independence Day is an American holiday. It is
celebrated each year on the 4th of July. On that
date in 1776, American colonists declared
independence from Great Britain. America
became a new country. Independence Day is
America’s birthday! How do you celebrate
Independence Day?

Happy Birthday, America!

© Lisa Lilienthal 2013

How do we
celebrate
Independence
Day?

© Lisa Lilienthal 2013

MY BIRTHDAY
DIFFERENT
SAME

DIFFERENT

AMERICA’S
BIRTHDAY

Compare and Contrast
Think about how you celebrate your birthday and how you celebrate Independence Day.
How are the celebrations the same? How are they different?

Happy Birthday, America!

© Lisa Lilienthal 2013

First,

Where did you go?

Next,

What did you do?
Last,

Who were you with?

My 4th of July Celebration

© Lisa Lilienthal 2013

RISING 3
INFORMATIONAL READING
SUMMER LEARNING PACKET

WEEK 5

Activity 1:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"What Plants Need"

Activity 2:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"Seeds Need to Move"

WEEK 5 ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 1
Ø Read the Article “What Plants Need”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Use note taking graphic organizer to take notes
Ø Complete vocabulary organizer for 3 new words

ACTIVITY 2
Ø Read the Article “Seeds Need to Move”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Use note taking graphic organizer to take notes
Ø Complete vocabulary organizer for 3 new words
After reading both articles complete the paired
reading questions. This worksheet asks you to get
evidence from BOTH articles.

What Do Plants Need?

What Do Plants Need?
By Rachelle Kreisman

Credit: Shihchuan (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Plants are living things. They depend on water and light to help them grow.
But how do plants find what they need? They get it from the world around them!
Plants get water from the soil. They get light from the sun.
Many plants have roots, stems, and leaves. Roots keep a plant attached to the
soil and help the plant take in water. Water moves up the plant’s stem to the leaves.
The stem also supports the plant so it stays up straight.
A plant’s leaves do not just take in water, however. Leaves also take in light
energy from the sun. The leaves use the energy and water to make glucose. Glucose
is a kind of sugar. It is food for the plant. Yes, plants make their own food! They use
it for energy to grow.
© 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Name: _______________________

Nonfiction Notes
Directions: Record what you learn as you read.

Vocabulary Words

Title: __________
_______________

1.

_______________
Author: ________

2.

_______________
3.

Facts I Learned
1.

2.

A Question I Still Have

Today’s word is...

It means…

Picture
Synonym

Antonym

Sentence

All images are used with permission from KPN Doodles at http://www.etsy.com/shop/kpmdoodles .

Today’s word is...

It means…

Picture
Synonym

Antonym

Sentence

All images are used with permission from KPN Doodles at http://www.etsy.com/shop/kpmdoodles .

Today’s word is...

It means…

Picture
Synonym

Antonym

Sentence

All images are used with permission from KPN Doodles at http://www.etsy.com/shop/kpmdoodles .

Seeds Need to Move

Seeds Need to Move
Rachelle Kreisman

Credit: Alex Valavanis, CC BY‐SA 2.0

A plant starts life as a seed. When that seed grows into a plant, that plant
makes new seeds. Those seeds, too, can grow and turn into more new plants.
But did you know that not every seed grows into a plant? To become a plant,
a seed has to travel. That is because seeds need room to grow. A seed has to be far
enough away from other plants so that it gets the sunlight and water it needs. If a
seed falls to the ground too close to its parent plant, it may not grow.
Of course, wind can spread the seeds for many plants. But some plants
depend on animals to move their seeds. Those seeds are called hitchhiker seeds.
They travel on something else that moves!
Many hitchhiker seeds are prickly. They have tiny rows of hooks. The hooks
can stick to fur or feathers. Hitchhiker seeds can travel for miles on an animal’s
body. Then they fall off or are removed. If they fall in a place that is good for
growing, the seeds will grow into plants, too!
© 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Name: _______________________

Nonfiction Notes
Directions: Record what you learn as you read.

Vocabulary Words

Title: __________
_______________

1.

_______________
Author: ________

2.

_______________
3.

Facts I Learned
1.

2.

A Question I Still Have

Today’s word is...

It means…

Picture
Synonym

Antonym

Sentence

All images are used with permission from KPN Doodles at http://www.etsy.com/shop/kpmdoodles .

Today’s word is...

It means…

Picture
Synonym

Antonym

Sentence

All images are used with permission from KPN Doodles at http://www.etsy.com/shop/kpmdoodles .

Today’s word is...

It means…

Picture
Synonym

Antonym

Sentence

All images are used with permission from KPN Doodles at http://www.etsy.com/shop/kpmdoodles .

Texts: “What Do Plants Need?”
“Seeds Need to Move”

Paired Text Questions

Part 1: Use the article “What Do Plants Need?” to answer the following questions:
1. What are two things plants depend on to help them grow?

2. What do leaves use to make glucose, or food, for the plant?

Part 2: Use the article “Seeds Need to Move” to answer the following questions:
3. Why does a seed need to travel in order to become a plant?

4. Why might a seed fail to grow if it falls too close to its parent plant?

Part 3: Use the articles “What Do Plants Need?” & “Seeds Need to Move” to answer the following questions:
5. What are three things that are needed in order for a seed to grow into a grown-up plant? Use both texts to support
your answer.

6. What is one important fact about plant growth that is mentioned in “Seeds Need to Move” but not in “What Do Plants
Need?”?

© 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

RISING 3
INFORMATIONAL READING
SUMMER LEARNING PACKET

WEEK 3

Activity 1:

Read and complete text activities
"Little brown bats are sick"

Activity 2:

Read and complete brochure activities

activity "Tegus in Florida"

Little brown bats are sick
By The Record, adapted by Newsela staff on 11.05.14
Word Count 307

A little brown bat shows its wingspan. The species has been dying out in New Jersey because of an illness
caused by a fungus. Photo: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service/Wikimedia Commons

HACKENSACK, N.J. — Little brown bats in New Jersey are sick. They are sick
with "white nose."
White nose comes from white powder. The powder grows on their noses. It is
also on the ears and wings of the bats.
White nose comes from a fungus. Fungus grows in bat caves.

When They Sleep
Little brown bats get sick when they sleep. The bats sleep in the winter when it
gets cold. Bats sleep all winter long. They wake up in the spring.
When bats are sleeping, they cannot eat. So bats eat a lot before they sleep. It
helps them stay full of food for the winter.
White nose makes little brown bats move around the cave. The bats move when
they sleep. It makes them hungry. When bats are hungry, they want food. But
they cannot eat because they are sleeping. They are using up their food.

Many bats die from white nose. They die of hunger when they sleep. They are
dying very fast.

Baby Bats
Little brown bat mothers do not have many babies. They give birth to one baby
bat a year. Many more die every year. They die faster than they are being born.
In 2008, there were many little brown bats. About 30,000 lived in New Jersey.
Now, there are about 300. There are not many left.
Scientists say all the little brown bats could die soon.

Bats Help Us
People are sad that the little brown bats are dying. Bats help people.
Bats eat insects, or bugs. Insects eat food that people grow. Farmers grow food.
They like it when bats eat bugs. If all the little brown bats die, farmers will grow
less food.
Scientists are looking for a cure, or medicine. A cure will make the little brown
bats better. The scientists have not found a cure yet.

“Little Brown Bats are Sick”
By The Record, adapted by Newsela
1. What would be another good title for this article? (RI.1.2)
________________________________________________________
2. Read the following sentences from the passage:
Scientist are looking for a cure, or medicine. A cure will make
the little brown bats better. The scientist have not found a
cure yet.
Select two words in the text help you understand the
meaning of cure: (RI.2.4)
a. Scientist
b. Medicine
c. Better
d. Looking
3. Which paragraph tells about bats how bats are helpful to
people? (RI.3.8)
__________________________________________________________
4. What does the information in this article tell you about the
author’s point of view about Little Brown bats? (RI.2.6)
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

5. ActivityRead the following excerpt about Little Brown bats from
‘Defenders of Wildlife’.

Can I do something?
Yes! Fungal spores may be inadvertently carried to caves by humans on clothing,
boots and equipment. Bat experts say people should try to get in the habit of not
setting backpacks on the ground when hiking and caving anymore. If you have a
cat, keep it indoors, particularly in May and June when baby bats are born. You
can also buy or build bat houses to put on your property. Added benefit: insect
control!

Defenders of Wildlife has hired you to design a brochure to
help educate people who visit caves about Little Brown
bats. Your goal is to provide information that would help
people take action in protecting and saving the bats.

Dennis Giardina, FWC

How You Can Help Stop The
Spread Of An Invasive Lizard

in Florida

Tegus

Tegus are black and white in color with
banding along the tail. They can reach up
to four feet in length. The lizards spend
most of their time on land, though they can
swim and may submerge themselves for long
periods of time. Tegus can often be seen on
roadsides or other disturbed areas. Like
many reptiles, they are primarily active
during the day and will burrow or hide
overnight.

Tegus are an invasive species which reproduces
quickly and eats a wide variety of food
items, including small animals and eggs
of many wildlife species. Tegus are now
known to have breeding populations in
Miami-Dade, Polk, and Hillsborough
counties. It is believed the populations were
founded by escaped or released pets. The
black and white tegu is native to South
America, specifically to Brazil, Paraguay,
Uruguay, and Argentina.

The Argentine black and
white tegu, Tupinambis
merianae, is an exotic
lizard that has been
introduced to
Florida.

What is a tegu?

Dustin Smith, Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) is currently working
with other agencies and organizations
to assess the threat of this species and
develop management strategies. One
strategy being used by FWC, the
University of Florida, Miami-Dade County,
and USGS is targeted trapping and
removal. The goal of these partnerships
is to minimize the impact of tegus on
native wildlife and natural areas.

n

n

n

n

n

 on’t leave pet food outside.
D
 over outdoor openings and clear your
C
yard of debris to minimize hiding and
burrowing areas.
 eport all tegu sightings to the exotic
R
species hotline at1-888-Ive-Got1 or
online at IveGot1.org.
 on’t release exotic animals into the
D
Florida ecosystem. It’s illegal and can be
harmful to native wildlife.
 e a responsible pet owner. Take the
B
time to learn about an animal before you
take one as a pet.

Be part of the solution!

This map shows credible
sightings of Argentine black
and white tegus in Florida.

Local populations of breeding tegus are now
known to exist in three Florida counties:
Miami-Dade, Hillsborough, and Polk.
Monitoring these populations and stopping
the spread of this species is vital to
maintaining Florida’s native wildlife.
Scientists are concerned that tegus will
compete with and prey upon Florida’s native
wildlife, including some threatened species.

 nything that attracts dogs, cats, or
A
raccoons can attract a tegu!

In Florida, tegu eggs hatch early in the
summer.

 n average, a mature female tegu will
O
lay around 35 eggs a year.

 egus spend the colder months of the
T
year in a burrow or under artificial cover.

I n a burrow, a tegu can survive
temperatures as low as 35°F (1.6°C).

 he tegu is a large species of lizard and
T
can grow up to 4 feet in length.

 ike many reptiles, tegus are most
L
active during the daytime.

 he tegu’s diet includes fruits, vegetables,
T
eggs, insects, cat or dog food, and small
animals such as lizards and rodents.

 egus are native to South America.
T
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Hatchling tegus have a green coloration on their head which usually
fades within the first few months of their life. Photo by Dustin Smith,
Miami-Dade Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces.
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n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

Tegu fast facts

If you see a tegu on your property you can
contact a local wildlife trapper to remove
the animal. A list of trappers in your county
can be found at MyFWC.com. Tegus are not
protected by any of Florida’s wildlife laws
but local ordinances will apply depending
on the location.

The FWC does not recommend that you
attempt to capture the animal! While a
tegu is not likely to be innately aggressive
it will defend itself if aggravated or threatened.
Tegus have sharp teeth, strong jaws, and
sharp claws which they will use to defend
themselves. The best method for removing
tegus is by trapping.

Tony Pernas, National Park Service

Reporting your sighting will help wildlife
managers better understand where the
animals are found. Sightings can be
reported over the phone to our exotic species
reporting hotline at 1-888-Ive-Got1
(1-888-483-4681) or online at IveGot1.org.
A phone app for reporting exotics is also
available; search for the free IveGot1 app.

1. Take a picture
2. Note the location
3. Report the sighting

What to do if you see a tegu

“Trying To Stop Tegu Lizards From Spreading”
By Miami Herald, adapted by Newsela
1. Why do trappers have to find as many tegus as possible before
October? (RI.1.3)
a. Because tegus migrate to warmer places in October
b. Because tegus go into hibernation in October
c. Because tegus hunt in October
d. Because tegus can lay 35 eggs after in October
2. What do tegus like to eat the most? (RI.1.1)
a. Eggs
b. Plants
c. Insects
d. Small animals

3. Why are scientist worried about tegus spreading to Everglades
National Park? (RI.1.3)
a. Tegus might end up killing the partk’s crocodiles.
b. Tegus might end up eating all the park’s plants.
c. Tegus might end up eating all the insects.
d. Tegus might end up eating all the birds.
4. Select the paragraph that shows tegus are hard to catch.
(RI.1.3)
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

5. Activity:
You work for a media group that has been hired by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. Your job is to write a
radio commercial that informs others of how they can help stop
the spread of the tegus lizard in Florida. View the Tegus
Brochure for more facts and information about this topic. Write
your commercial below.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
Optional: record your commercial using a digital device.

RISING 3
INFORMATIONAL READING
SUMMER LEARNING PACKET

WEEK 7

Activity 1:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"Awake After Dark"

Activity 2:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"Amazing Animals"

WEEK 7 ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 1
Ø Read the Article “Awake After Dark”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Complete the summarizing sheet

ACTIVITY 2
Ø Read the Article “Amazing Animals”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Complete the summarizing sheet
After reading both articles create a newsletter about
animals using the template attached. You can do it on
your computer or print it and write into template
EXTENSION
Have adult help you search for Animal Research Facts.
Complete Animal Research Booklet.
REMEMBER: Never use the Internet without adult supervision

	
  

	
  

Non-‐fiction: Awake	
  After	
  Dark	
  

Awake After Dark
Night Animals
Some creatures come out after dark.
Some animals are active at night. Those animals are nocturnal. They sleep
during the day.
Nocturnal animals can see clearly in the dark. They often have a good sense
of hearing too. Bats, owls, and flying squirrels are nocturnal.

Bats Make Sounds
Most bats eat insects. How does a bat find an insect in the dark? The bat
makes sounds. The sounds bounce off an insect in the bat’s path. The
sounds return to the bat. That lets the bat know where to find the insect and
how big it is.

Squirrels Take a Leap
Flying squirrels live in trees. Can the squirrels really fly? No! They glide in
the air. The squirrel leaps up and opens its arms and legs. Folds of skin
connect its wrists to its ankles. That skin acts like wings.

1
®

© 2012 ReadWorks , Inc. All rights reserved.
Article: Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.
Used by permission.

	
  

	
  

Non-‐fiction: Awake	
  After	
  Dark	
  

Owls Use Their Eyes

Catherine Ledner/Getty Images
Owls have large eyes. How does that help? They can see better at night than
most animals. An owl’s eyes don’t move. They always face forward. An owl
has to turn its head to see in any other direction. Its head can turn almost
all the way around!

2
®

© 2012 ReadWorks , Inc. All rights reserved.
Article: Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.
Used by permission.

	
  

	
  

Questions:	
  Awake	
  After	
  Dark	
  

Name: ____________________________

Date: ________________

Directions: Answer the following four questions based on the information
in the passage.
1. When do nocturnal animals sleep?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
2. What do most bats eat?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
3. The passage describes animals that are awake at night and asleep
during the day. Where might these animals sleep during the day to
stay protected from other animals?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
4. What is the main idea of the passage? Be sure to use details from the
text to support your answer.
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
1	
  
®

© 2012 ReadWorks , Inc. All rights reserved.
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

Questions:	
  Awake	
  After	
  Dark	
  

Directions: Please read the sentence below and then write the word or
phrase that best answers the questions. The first answer has been provided
for you.
Some bats hunt at night by making sounds.
What? some bats
5. (do) What?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
6. When?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
7. How?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Questions:	
  Awake	
  After	
  Dark	
  

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that
best completes the sentence.
Flying squirrels can’t fly, ______ they can glide in the air by leaping up
and opening their arms and legs.
A but
B because
C so
Directions: Read the vocabulary word and definition below. Then answer
questions 9 and 10.
	
  

Vocabulary Word: glide (glide): to move smoothly and steadily along.
9. Read the sentences below and underline all forms of the word glide.
a. The swans glided over the surface of the lake.
b. After my brother cleaned the hard wooden floor, I was able to glide
over the smooth, clean surface with my socks on.
c. The airplane pilot glided to a safe landing after the engine failed.
d. The ice skaters glided on the ice so smoothly that it seemed as though
they were floating.
e. Some birds glide through the air silently so that they can sneak up on
their prey.
10. Could a person glide along on his or her bicycle? Why or why not?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
3	
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_____________________

_____________________

3. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

2. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

1. __________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Write an opinion about your article

The topic of my article is

Draw a picture to show the topic of your article

3 Facts I learned from my article are Book Title: ____________________________________

Name: ___________________________
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Amazing Animals
Wild About Animals
These animals can do amazing things.

Cathy
Keifer/Shutterstock

Chameleons Are Reptiles
A reptile is an animal that has hard, dry skin. Reptiles are cold-blooded.
Their body temperature changes as the temperature of the air or water they
live in changes.
Amazing facts: Chameleons can move their eyes separately and look in
two different directions at the same time! Chameleons can also change
colors. They might be green one moment and brown 20 seconds later.

Cheetahs Are Mammals
A mammal is an animal that has hair on its body. Mammals are warmblooded. Their bodies stay about the same warm temperature in both hot
and cold weather.

Frank Lane/Parfitt/Getty Images
1
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Amazing facts: Cheetahs are the world’s fastest land animals. They can run
as fast as 70 miles per hour. That is faster than most cars driving on a
highway! Cheetahs can reach highway speeds in just a few seconds.
However, they can run fast for only a short time.

Frogs Are Amphibians (am-FIH-bee-uhnz)
An amphibian is an animal that lives part of its life in water and part on
land. Amphibians are cold-blooded. Most have smooth, wet skin.
Amazing facts: The American bullfrog is the largest frog in North America.
It can grow up to eight inches long. How did this frog get its name? The
frog’s call sounds like a cow. A bull is a male cow.

2
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Questions: Amazing Animals

Name: ____________________________

Date: ________________

Directions: Answer the following four questions based on the information
in the passage.
1. What is the largest frog in North America?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
2. What animal discussed in the passage can move each of its eyes
separately?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
3. Based on the passage, what might the skin of a chameleon feel like?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
4. What is this passage mostly about?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________

1
© 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Questions: Amazing Animals

Directions: Please read the sentence below and then write the word or
phrase that best answers the questions. The first answer has been provided
for you.
Chameleons can change colors to hide from predators when they sense
danger.
What? chameleons
5. (can) What?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
6. Why?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
7. When?
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
____________________________________
________________________________________________________

2
© 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Questions: Amazing Animals

8. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that
best completes the sentence.
The largest frog in North America is called a bullfrog _______ it
sounds like a male cow.
A but
B because
C so
Directions: Read the vocabulary word and definition below. Then answer
questions 9 and 10.
Vocabulary Word: temperature (tem · per · a · ture): a measure of how
hot or cold something is.
9. Read the sentences below and underline all forms of the word temperature.
a. The temperature of the pool was perfect, so I was happy to dive right
in without dipping my feet in the water first.
b. I was feeling very hot, so my mom took my temperature and found
out I had a fever.
c. In most places, the temperature of the air during the winter is much
colder than in the summer.
d. The temperature of cold-blooded reptiles’ bodies changes as the air or
water around them changes.
e. The temperature outside is 100 degrees, so I am going to stay inside
in the air conditioning.
10. Which picture below shows a place with cold temperatures?

3
© 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

_____________________

_____________________

3. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

2. __________________

_____________________

_____________________

1. __________________

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Write an opinion about your article

The topic of my article is

Draw a picture to show the topic of your article

3 Facts I learned from my article are Book Title: ____________________________________

Name: ___________________________
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‘s
Animal Book

A book about the five types of animals

Mammals
The 5 main characteristics of Mammals:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Draw pictures and paste photographs of different Mammals:

Reptiles
The 5 main characteristics of Reptiles:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Draw pictures and paste photographs of different Reptiles:

Amphibians
The 5 main characteristics of Amphibians:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Draw pictures and paste photographs of different Amphibians:

Birds
The 5 main characteristics of Birds:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Draw pictures and paste photographs of different Birds:

Fish
The 5 main characteristics of Fish:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Draw pictures and paste photographs of different Fish:

Fish
A labeled diagram of the parts of a Fish
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WEEK 8

Activity 1:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"The Life Cycle of a Frog"

Activity 2:

Read, respond, and complete activity
"What Lives in a Pond"

WEEK 8 ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 1
Ø Read the Article “The Life Cycle of a Frog”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Create a diagram of a frog life cycle based on
information from the article
Ø Fold and read the booklet about frogs and toads
Ø Complete a Venn Diagram to compare frogs and toads

ACTIVITY 2
Ø Before reading the article 2, write all you know about pond
habitat
Ø Read the article “What Lives in a Pond”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Now that you have new information, write all you know
about pond habitat; use evidence from text to write
about this habitat

CONCEPTS OF COMPREHENSION: SEQUENCE 3rd GRADE UNIT

Reading Passage

The Life Cycle of a Frog
The life cycle of a frog is amazing. Read below to learn more. (Note:
Although many frogs have this life cycle, others do not. Some frogs
don't even have tadpoles1; instead their eggs hatch directly into
frogs!)

Adam Hart-Davis/DHD
Multimedia Gallery

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

A full-grown adult frog.

Frogs begin life as tiny
eggs.

1. A frog begins life as a tiny egg, usually in or near water.
2. After about 10 days, a tadpole hatches from the egg. It breathes
using gills and moves like a fish.
3. After about five weeks, the tadpole's gills disappear, and it grows
lungs.
4. At about 12 weeks, the young frog grows legs, and its tail
disappears. It leaves the water and can live on land.
5. In about one year, the frog is a full-grown adult. Soon, the cycle will
begin again.
1

tadpoles: the larva of a frog or toad that has a rounded body and a long tail, breathes with gills,
and lives in water

Text: Copyright © 2006 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation. Used
by permission. From Weekly Reader 2, Student Edition, 10/1/06.
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved.
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Question Sheet

Name:

Date:
“The Life Cycle of a Frog” Questions

_____ 1. Which comes first in the frog’s life cycle?
a. frogs
b. tadpoles
c. eggs
d. fish
_____ 2. Before a tadpole grows lungs it
a. doesn't need to breathe.
b. breathes through its skin.
c. breathes through gills.
d. breathes through its nose.
_____ 3. After a frog grows legs
a. its tail disappears.
b. it can go onto land.
c. it is no longer a tadpole.
d. All of the above.
_____ 4. The full cycle is completed in
a. a year.
b. 10 days.
c. 5 weeks.
d. 12 weeks.
_____ 5. In the last sentence, the author says that soon the cycle will begin
again. How does the cycle begin again?
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved
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1

All About
Frogs and
Toads
Frogs and toads are a lot alike.
A toad is a type of frog. Both
are amphibians. This means they
are cold-blooded animals. Frogs
and toads both eat the same
things, too. They use sticky
tongues to catch insects to eat.

Toads are amphibians that only live
on land. They do not swim in rivers
or ponds like frogs do. Toads like
to live where it is dry. They have
dry, bumpy skin. Their eyes also
look different than a frog’s eyes
look.
3

Frogs have slimy skin. They like
to live where it is wetter. They
live near lakes, ponds, or rivers.
A frog’s eyes stick out of its
head, unlike the toad. But both
have strong legs and like to hop
around. Hop, hop, hop!
4

2

Name

frogs

toads

Comparing Amphibians

Date

Name: ___________________
Date: ___________________

What I Know About Habitat
Before
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

What Lives in a Pond?
By Rachelle Kreisman

A pond is a body of fresh water. It is usually smaller than a lake. Ponds are not as
deep as lakes are. Water in a river or a stream moves, but pond water stays still.
A pond is a habitat. A habitat is a place in nature where animals and plants live.
Ponds are home to lots of living things.
Many animals live in, above, or near ponds. Fish, turtles, and snails live in the
water. Ducks and other birds live above the water. Other animals live near ponds.
Those animals include frogs, beavers, and muskrats.
Plants live in ponds, too. Cattails and algae are two kinds of plants often found in
ponds. Another plant that lives in ponds is the water lily. Its roots go to the bottom
of the pond. Its wide leaves float on top of the water.

© 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.

Name: ___________________
Date: ___________________

What I Know About Habitat
After
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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WEEK 9

Activity 1:

Read and complete text activities
"Building Toys for Boys and Girls"

Activity 2:

Read and complete text activities

"Inventions Then and Now"

WEEK 9 ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 1
Ø Read the Article “Building Toys for Boys and Girls”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Read the questions in a chart
Ø On a separate piece of paper, write the answers to
each question
Ø Make sure to edit your sentences so that they are
correct

ACTIVITY 2
Ø Read the Article “Inventions Then and Now”
Ø Answer all questions (make sure to write in complete
sentences and check your grammar and spelling)
Ø Read the questions in a chart
Ø On a separate piece of paper, write the answers to
each question
Ø Make sure to edit your sentences so that they are
correct

Building toys for boys and girls
By Los Angeles Times, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.08.15
Word Count 372

South Pasadena, California, resident Dulce Aguilar, a teacher, shops for a present for her goddaughter at
Dinosaur Farm, a neighborhood toy store that has seen brisk sales in building toys for girls like Goldiblox.
Photo: Luis Sinco/Los Angeles Times/TNS

LOS ANGELES — Toy companies are making new toys for girls. They are not
dolls. They teach girls how to build things.
Toy companies used to think girls just wanted to play princess. They thought
that only boys wanted to build things.
More women are doing jobs in science and math. And more women are
becoming engineers. They use science and math to build things.
Parents asked for the new toys. They want toys that make science and math fun
for girls.

Building Toys Tell Stories
Lego has changed its building kits. It has added purple and pink. It also sells
sets with a pet salon and beauty shop.
Lego started selling its Friends sets in 2012. The sets are made for girls. They
have bright colors. They also have pieces that look more human.

It worked. Now people are buying a lot more Lego sets for girls.
Experts say that girls want building toys that tell a story. Boys are happy to just
build something cool.

A Really Cool Dollhouse
Bettina Chen and Alice Brooks are friends who started a company. It makes
Roominate brand toys. Their ﬁrst toy was a car. They did not sell many of them.
The car was not much fun, Chen said.
Then they made a dollhouse. It was not like other dollhouses. Kids can make the
lights work. It has a fan that spins. Other sets let kids build spinning windmills
and elevators.
Dulce Aguilar is a teacher. She said that both boys and girls in her class like
building blocks. She is glad more toys are being built for girls.

Lots Of New Toys For Girls
Women scientists are helping to change the way toys are made.
Debbie Sterling studied engineering in school. Then she started a company
called GoldieBlox.
She wanted to make toys that got girls interested in science and math.
People told her it would not work. They said girls' toys need to be “sparkly with
ponies.”
GoldieBlox made a construction set. It had colors like pink and purple. It came
with a book. The book tells the adventures of Goldie. She is a girl inventor.
The idea worked. People are buying a lot of GoldieBlox play sets. Girls really like
them.

Quiz
1

2

3

4

Why do parents want new toys for girls?
(A)

More women are becoming engineers.

(B)

More women are doing jobs in science and math.

(C)

They use science and math to build things.

(D)

They want toys that make science and math fun for girls.

According to toymakers, what kinds of toys do girls like?
(A)

Toy companies used to think girls just wanted to play princess.

(B)

Experts say that girls want building toys that tell a story.

(C)

She wanted to make toys that got girls interested in science and
math.

(D)

They said girls' toys need to be “sparkly with ponies.”

Select the sentence that tells what is different about the new girls' toys.
(A)

Toy companies are making new toys for girls.

(B)

They teach girls how to build things.

(C)

They thought that only boys wanted to build things.

(D)

Toy companies used to think girls just wanted to play princess.

Which sentence shows how popular some of the new toys have become?
(A)

Lego started selling its Friends sets in 2012.

(B)

Now people are buying a lot more Lego sets for girls.

(C)

It also sells sets with a pet salon and beauty shop.

(D)

Experts say that girls want building toys that tell a story.

Who or what is this article
mostly about? When and
where did the most
important events take place?

Choose one paragraph, and
identify the main topic of that
paragraph. ?
RI.2.2

RI.2.1

Name two or more important
ideas or events in the book.
How are these ideas or
events connected to each
other?

Were there any words that
you didn’t know? What do
they mean? How did you
figure out their meanings?
RI.2.4

RI.2.3

What text features are used
in this book? How do those
features help the reader?

What is the main purpose of
this text? What is the author
trying to explain or describe?

RI.2.5

RI.2.6

What type of images did you
find in this text? What can
you learn from each of those
images?
RI.2.7

What is one point the author
is trying to make? What
reasons are given to support
this point?
RI.2.8

CONCEPTS OF COMPREHENSION: COMPARE AND CONTRAST 2nd GRADE UNIT

Reading Passage

Inventions: Then and Now
Inventions1 solve problems and help make our lives easier. The
Wright brothers invented the first airplane in 1903. The first flight
traveled about half the length of a football field and lasted 12 seconds.
Today’s airplanes can travel long distances. Look at the ways that
some inventions have changed over the years.

Discover how some inventions have changed over
time.
Telephone

Then
Alexander Graham Bell invented
the telephone in 1876. The first
phone had a trumpet-shaped part
that was used to speak and to
listen.

Now
Many people carry small cell
phones. They have no wires, unlike
earlier phones. Cell phones let
people talk all over the world.

1

invention: something created for the first time.
1
Text: Copyright © 2006 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation. Used
by permission. From Weekly Reader 2, Student Edition, 3/13/06.
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved.

CONCEPTS OF COMPREHENSION: COMPARE AND CONTRAST 2nd GRADE UNIT

Reading Passage

Calculator
Then
The first calculator was invented in Asia nearly
500 years ago. People moved beads on a wooden
rack to help them count.

Now
Calculators come in many shapes and
sizes. They can even be part of other
inventions, including computers,
watches, and cell phones.

Television
Then
Television became popular in the 1950s. The first TVs did not have a
remote control. The screens showed pictures in black and white, and
the sound was poor.
Now
Many modern TVs have flat screens. Some can be hung on a wall.
Today’s televisions have very clear, colored pictures, and excellent
sound.

2
Text: Copyright © 2006 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation. Used
by permission. From Weekly Reader 2, Student Edition, 3/13/06.
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved.
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Reading Passage

Clock
Then
Long ago, people kept track of time by recording the
movement of the sun across the sky. The first clock
was called a sundial2.

Now
Clocks keep time for us. With a quick glance at a
clock or watch, we know the time of day. What time
is it now?

2

sundial: a device to show the time of day by the position of the shadow cast on a marked plate
or disk usually by an object with a straight edge.
3
Text: Copyright © 2006 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation. Used
by permission. From Weekly Reader 2, Student Edition, 3/13/06.
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved.

Who or what is this article
mostly about? When and
where did the most
important events take place?

Choose one paragraph, and
identify the main topic of that
paragraph. ?
RI.2.2

RI.2.1

Name two or more important
ideas or events in the book.
How are these ideas or
events connected to each
other?

Were there any words that
you didn’t know? What do
they mean? How did you
figure out their meanings?
RI.2.4

RI.2.3

What text features are used
in this book? How do those
features help the reader?

What is the main purpose of
this text? What is the author
trying to explain or describe?

RI.2.5

RI.2.6

What type of images did you
find in this text? What can
you learn from each of those
images?
RI.2.7

What is one point the author
is trying to make? What
reasons are given to support
this point?
RI.2.8
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WEEK 10

Activity 1:

Read and complete text activities
"Rosa Parks writes about her life"

Activity 2:

Read and complete text activities

"African American Leaders"

Rosa Parks writes about her life
By Tribune Washington Bureau, adapted by Newsela staff on 02.16.15
Word Count 316

A personal bible that was carried by Rosa Parks is shown to members of the media during a preview of the
Rosa Parks archive at the Library of Congress, Madison Building, in Washington, D.C., Jan. 29, 2015.
Photo: AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin

WASHINGTON — Rosa Parks worked hard to give rights to African-Americans.
She was arrested in 1955. She was famous for her courage.
Back then, the laws were different. Rosa Parks was riding on the bus. There
were no other seats. A white man wanted Rosa Parks' seat.
Blacks were supposed to move. They had to give up their seats for whites. But
she did not want to move. The bus driver called the police. She was arrested.

People Looked Up To Rosa
Rosa Parks' courage inspired others. Many people decided to stop riding
buses. They wanted to protest the bus rules.
Rosa Parks never acted angry. She always seemed gentle and proper.
Adrienne Cannon studies African-American history. She says Rosa Parks tried
hard to seem gentle. Back then, black women were not expected to speak up.

However, Rosa Parks was more angry than she seemed.
She wrote about her feelings. She wrote how badly she was treated. Blacks could
not use the same bathrooms as whites. They had to use black-only bathrooms.
“I had been pushed around all my life," Rosa Parks wrote. "I could not take it any
more.”

Now We Know Her
Rosa Parks wanted people to know her better. That is why she kept all her
papers. She wrote in many journals.
"She wanted us to know the true Rosa Parks," Adrienne Cannon said.
Rosa Parks inspired the bus protests. People spoke up. The protests lasted for 13
months. They worked. The laws on buses were changed.
Rosa Parks has received cards from students. The cards come from all over the
world.
“Dear Mrs. Parks,” a boy named Zack wrote. “I think what you did for AfricanAmericans is great. Was it scary to go to jail?”
In 1996, President Bill Clinton gave Rosa Parks the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. It was a big honor. Rosa Parks died in 2005. She was 92 years old.

“Rosa Parks Writes About Her Life”
By Tribune Washington Bureau, adapted by Newsela
1. Which sentence explains why Rosa Parks was upset? (RI.1.1)
a. Many people decided to stop riding buses.
b. Back then, black women were not expected to speak
up.
c. “I had been pushed around all my life,” Rosa Parks
wrote.
d. “She wanted us to know the true Rosa Parks,” Adrienne
Cannon said.
2. What would make another good title for the section “People
Looked Up to Rosa?” (RI.1.2)
a. “Rosa Parks’ Journal’
b. “The Bus Rules Protest”
c. “African-Americans Were Treated Badly”
d. “African-Americans Were Unhappy”
3.

Which sentence shows the main idea of the article? (RI.1.2)
a.

She says Rosa Parks tried hard to seem gentle.

b.

Rosa Parks worked hard to give rights to AfricanAmericans.

c.

Rosa Parks wanted people to know her better.

d.

In 1996, President Bill Clinton gave Rosa Parks the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

4. Activity-

Rosa Parks was famous for her courage. Think of someone else in
your own life who has courage. Write down at least 3 questions you
would like to ask him/her about being courageous. Interview this
person. Use the questions to guide your interview. Paraphrase their
answers to each question.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

CONCEPTS OF COMPREHENSION: DRAWING CONCLUSIONS 2nd GRADE UNIT

Lesson 4: Direct Teaching Passage

African American Leaders
Martin Luther King Jr. was an African
American leader who lived from 1929 to
1968. He worked to help people be treated
fairly and equally. We remember him with a
national holiday. Look inside to learn about
other African Americans who have made a
difference in the history of the United States.

Famous African Americans
Lyndon B. Johnson Library

Rev. Martin Luther King

Look at our

scrapbook1of some African American leaders
who have changed history.
Rosa Parks fought for civil rights2 for African
Americans. Civil rights make sure people are
treated equally under the law. In 1955, she was
arrested in Alabama for not giving up her bus

Library of Congress

Jackie Robinson

seat to a white man.

Jackie Robinson batted his way into history. In 1947, he became the first
African American to play major-league baseball.

1

scrapbook - a book filled with blank pages in which someone can add his or her own photos, newspaper clippings, and
other things
2
civil rights - protections that allow everyone to be treated fairly and equally under the law
1
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved.
Text: Copyright © 2006 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.
Used by permission. From Weekly Reader 2, Student Edition, 1/13/06.
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Lesson 4: Direct Teaching Passage

Condoleezza Rice is the first African American woman to be the U.S.
Secretary of State3. In this important job, she
helps the President work with the governments of
other countries.
George Washington Carver was a famous inventor
who found more than 300 uses for peanuts. He
discovered that peanuts could be used to make soap,
glue, and paint.
World Almanac for Kids

Condoleezza Rice

Oprah Winfrey is a talk show host and an actor.
She helps children around the world. She recently
helped build schools and gave supplies to more than
50,000 needy children in South Africa.

A Special Speech
In 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. gave his famous
"I Have a Dream" speech. He spoke in
Washington, D.C., in front of the Lincoln
Memorial. During the speech, Martin Luther
King Jr. shared his hope that all people would be
treated equally.
"I have a dream that my four little children will
one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the
content of their character. I have a dream
today."
— Martin Luther King Jr.

3

Secretary of State: A person in the government, appointed by the President, who represents when talking with other
countries.
2
© 2010 Urban Education Exchange. All rights reserved.
Text: Copyright © 2006 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved.
Weekly Reader is a registered trademark of Weekly Reader Corporation.
Used by permission. From Weekly Reader 2, Student Edition, 1/13/06.

African American Leaders
From ReadWorks.Org
1. What is this article MOSTLY about? (RI.1.2)
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

2. What does the author mean in paragraph 4 by “Jackie
Robinson batted his way into history”? (RI.2.4)
a. Jackie Robinson swung his bat many times in his life.
b. Jackie Robinson made history with more home runs than
any other player.
c. Jackie Robinson made history as a baseball player.
d. Jackie Robinson’s bat was famous.
3. What makes Condoleezze Rice a famous African American
leader? (RI.1.1)
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

4. Activity:
Choose one of the following famous Americans who worked to
help people be treated equally. Research to learn more about
how this person influenced history. Use your research and own
ideas to tell why this person is important to our American history.
Abraham Lincoln
Martin Luther King Jr.

Maya Angelou
James Earl Jones

Rosa Parks
Susan B. Anthony

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

